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shark encounter

Band and Chorus Concert Christmas Break
by Isabella Jolly

Winter chorus and band concerts are
one of the most fun for students.
Senior Kayla Duran said, “My favorite
song sang at the concert was We Wish
You a Merry Christmas.” While in band
playing fast paced Chirstmas songs
can be challenging. Silas DeGarmo, 10
said, “The most difficult song to learn
was Midnight Sleigh Ride, because it
was very quick-paced and we didn't
have much time to learn it.” For seniors
this concert can bring lots of emotions
and for Kayla Duran 12, she said, “ I’m
feeling sad because this is my last
winter concert.” 

It’s finally Christmas break and student are
happy to get out of school and go out of town
to see their family. "I am going to New York,"
said Hannah Mcdonald, 10. Not everyone is
going places for Christmas; they might just
want to stay home. "I want to go to the hot pot
and eat with my friends," said Mcdonald. For
some, the break is just a time to relax and
recuperate. "I am just going to stay home and
spend time with my family," said Dennise
Lean Martinez, 10. For some people they have
their favorite traditions with friends and family.
"We like to do a gingerbread house
competition, and we would ask my grandma
who win, and my grandma would always pick
me because I am her favorite," said Mcdonald.
It does not matter if you are going out of town
or just staying home the thought is you send
time with your family for the holidays.
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Is  2  Weeks  Long Enough?

Christmas Wishlists
It's almost Christmas break here at
Riverview Highschool. With the holidays
coming up, we wanted to know what’s on
everyone’s Christmas wish list this year.
From stuff people actually need to things
they’ve been dreaming about, the answers
gave us a glimpse of what matters most to
students this season.
"I really want a digital camera," said Venus
Boyne,10.
While many students’ wish lists focused on
practical items, others were more centered
around their hobbies and personal
interests
"I was hoping for roller skates," said El
Myers, 10
 Whatever ends up under the tree, it’s
always fun to see what everyone’s hoping
for this time of year. Happy holidays and
enjoy your break!

Christmas is a significant holiday for all people, whether you celebrate it with western
traditions or novelized traditions everyone is cozying up and spending more time with their
family and loved ones. This time of year, it is important to remember what the holiday
season is really about. Here at Riverview High School, we pride ourselves in a diverse staff
and student body. With many cultural clubs and allowing students to express their religious
freedom it can be found that many students and student’s families have all kinds of different
traditions that are celebrated this time of year. For instance, Cynthia Perez, 11, said, “I am a
Catholic, my family and I celebrate Christmas with Catholic traditions.” Catholic traditions
can vary depending on where and who it is that celebrates them. Cynthia says some of her
family’s Christmas Catholic traditions includes “a Posada, where we change baby Jesus’s
clothes...” This is meant to commemorate the swaddling clothes that baby Jesus was
swaddled into the night he was born, this is a very significant tradition for many Catholics
and is held as a sacred moment between Catholic Families. “My favorite tradition to follow is
Lent, it is a 40-day period where you must give something up for the purpose of honoring
God and recognizing his own sacrifices made for the betterment of mankind”. Lent is a
holiday that occurs during “Ash Wednesday”. Ash Wednesday has come and passed but
will be celebrated March 5, 2025. This holiday season it is important to be respectful and
considerate of other’s religious beliefs and celebrations, maybe ask your peers what they
do to celebrate the Holidays. 

A two week long break to enjoy family, friends, and a pause from reality, Christmas break. This
break is shared between Christmas and New Years, and although students are given two weeks
to enjoy the holidays, some still feel like this break just isn’t long enough, while others feel like it
is. Annalyse Ayala said, “yes, I feel like it’s a good amount of time to have a mental break and
reset but also allow yourself to miss school and get up every morning to a daily routine.” While
Aireona Knight disagrees, she said, “no, I think students should have more time for family and
since there’s two holidays in this break we should have a week more.” What do you think?
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Spirit Week

STUDENT INFO 

Announcements 

STUDENTS AT RIVERVIEW SHOWED OFF THEIR HOLIDAY
SPIRIT DURING THIS YEAR’S SPIRIT WEEK. FROM PAJAMA
DAY TO UGLY SWEATERS, THE HALLS WERE FILLED WITH
CREATIVE AND FESTIVE OUTFITS. MANY STUDENTS WERE
EXCITED, ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT BEING ABLE TO DRESS
UP AND HAVE FUN. 
“I LOVE DRESSING UP AND PLANNING FUN OUTFITS, IT’S
COOL TO SEE EVERYONE DRESSED UP,” SAID LOGAN
WILSON, 12.
STUDENTS SHARED LOGAN’S EXCITEMENT, ENJOYING
THE FACT THAT THEY CAN EXPRESS THEMSELVES AND
SWITCH UP THE USUAL SCHOOL ROUTINE.
“I’M ALWAYS SO EXCITED FOR SPIRIT WEEK BECAUSE I
LOVE GETTING INTO THE HOLIDAY SPIRIT, ESPECIALLY
WITH FRIENDS,” SAID ZARIE CRESPO, 12.
SPIRIT WEEK BRINGS A SENSE OF JOY TO RIVERVIEW,
REMINDING EVERYONE THAT IT’S NOT JUST ABOUT
DRESSING UP, BUT ALSO GETTING TO CONNECT WITH
FRIENDS.

by Taylor Day
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Briyana Smith is a staff writer for Riverview Shark Encounter. This is her
second year in newspaper and her third year in Journalism. During her time
in Journalism, she has done interviews and written creative stories. When
she is not interviewing or writing she is on the softball field pitching or
hanging out with friends.

Taylor Day is a staff writer for Riverview High School’s Shark Encounter.
She writes stories about current events and is a pensive and creative
writer. She has been in Journalism for two years and has improved in
writing and communicating with others. She enjoys music, drawing, and
taking photos when she is not interviewing or transcribing her work.

Madyson Demian is a staff writer for Shark Encounter News. As this is her
first year in newspaper, it is her second year in Journalism. Using her
innovative abilities, she contributes to stories by expressing her
creativeness on paper. When Madyson is not creating a new story, she is
on the field making plays in flag football, or out with friends being nutty. 

Isabella Jolly is a staff writer for the Shark Encounter. She likes helping
animals and likes to help the earth. Outside of school she enjoys going
on walks with my dog, reading books and learning about the
government and photography. She also enjoy traveling and learning
about other cultures and learning
how they live.

Mordecai Shackleford is a junior at Riverview High School. With a past
history in writing and graphic design, he plays a role in writing and
designing the school’s newspaper.

Lyllyana Wyatt is a staff writer for the Riverview High schools Shark
Encounter. She is a writer who goes over current/important events
around the school. She has been in Journalism for two years, along with
previous experience in creative writing. When she is not working on a
story, she enjoys listening to music, skating and creating art.


